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I. Introduction

A. The Search Question (Set the Mood)
1. Reflective lead on becoming a professional musician.

2. I realize that making it in music business is difficult.

3. I chose this topic because I love music.

4. How do I become a recording artist?

II. Body Paragraphs*         

A. The Search Process (Initial Steps)

1. Statement:  At first, my research went poorly, then refined search question and it went better 

2. Example: Used Ask Jeeves and typed in “How do I become a studio musician?” 
3. Example:  Site titled “Career Connection?” 
4. Explanation:  This site helped me very little. 
5. Example: Next site “Richard Niles?” 
6. Explanation:  This was somewhat helpful. Provided some helpful hints.
B. The Search Process (Subsequent Steps)

1. Statement:  I decided to reword my search question to “Where can I find information about becoming a musician?”

2. Example:  Nothing helpful was found.  
3. Explanation:  This shows that I need to thing of another question that more fits what I want to do.
4. Example: New question. Web site at www.epinions.com
5. Explanation:  This site was helpful although I already knew most of what it had to say.
6. Example:  web site www.ask.com
7. Explanation:  This search resulted in me finding more pages of random interviews as opposed to factually based web sites. 
C. The Search Process

1. Statement: Decided to once again change my search topic.

2. Example:  One helpful site was located: www.expression.edu

3. Explanation:  This web site was very helpful; it provided more career options for me. 
4. Example: Web page titled “admissions.”
5. Explanation: This was also very helpful.
D. What I Learned

1. Statement: I learned that there are actually some career options for me that I find to be interesting.

2. Example:  From the fundamentals of sound and audio acoustics, to analog consoles and tape machines, to microphones, to MIDI, to music theory, to the newest digital workstations and consoles in the audio industry today, you will be able to operate in any environment with any piece of gear you come across (Scanlon par. 1). Explanation:  This informed me about what the college does. This Helped to further clarify what is taught at Expression College.

3. Example: We teach, and grant Bachelor's degrees in 3 programs: Sound Arts; Digital Visual Media (including animation, 3D modeling and special effects); and Digital Graphic Design (What is it? par. 2)

4. Explanation: This informed me of what different degrees can be obtained from the school.

E. What I Learned
1. Statement: Jeff Oakley offered me some very helpful advice when I interviewed him, on how to get on the right path with a career in music.

2. Example:  Learn everything you can, musically, technically, and business-wise. Don't walk into a studio clueless, even if you have a trusted producer/engineer. Don't walk into a contract negotiation clueless, even if you have a trusted lawyer. Knowledge will empower and protect you. More importantly, you'll probably find yourself not getting anywhere if you're relying on others to do things for you (Oakley).  

3. Explanation: This is really good advice to follow, and to keep in mind when making an attempt at a career in music. 

4. Example: Music in general, as with any type of art, is not a safe, easy, or logical way to make a living, but I think that's part of the appeal (Oakley).
5. Explanation: This is very true, because by choosing a career in music, I am entering risky business.
III. Conclusion

A. What It Means to Me

1. I learned that in order to do a good job researching, you must know what you are looking for.
2. I will avoid having overly wordy search questions. 

3. I learned about the value of doing an outline to support my research, and I have learned how to integrate information I have found on the Internet into a paper smoothly.

4. I learned that when doing research, it is always good to know exactly what you are looking for. It is always good to narrow the search down to as small as possible.

